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Preached at * Opening of 


NORTHAMPTON CHAPEL. 


| Genes 201. 19. 


And his (Jacob) called the name of that 
place Beth-el; but the name of that * 
was called Luz, at the firſt. 


KEE 0 creature can alter the nature 
"= of things. The Ethiopian can- 
2 "oY not change his ſkin, nor the leo- 
AT pard his ſpots : neither can they 

do good, who are, by nature, accuſtomed 
g to 


— 


* 


to do evil. — But, with God, all WA are 
poſſible. He can change the nature of things. 
He can make the wilderneſs, which naturally 
is barren, become fruitful as the garden, of 
Eden. The rock of flint, than which nothing 
is more oppoſite to fluidity, ſhall, at his word, 
guſn out in ſtreams, and be a fountain of run · 
ning waters. That which is altogether evil, 

he can form into the moſt perfect good. — 
The heart of man, which, for the nume- 
rous abominations in it, is compared to a 


_ cage of unclean birds ; in which every ima- 


gination of the thoughts is evil, omy evil, 
evil continually; may, by the power of 
grace, be converted into an habitation for 
the High and Loſty One to dwell in.— Man, 
who is, by nature, earthly, ſenſual, and de- 


viliſb, in body, ſoul, and ſpirit; becomes hea- 


venly- minded, ſpiritual, and like unto the Son 
of God, through the power of Him, Who 
is able to ſubdue all things unto. himſelf, 
Human apoſtacy, « our fall From perfection and 


- happineſs into depravity and miſery, — the 


tuin of our whole nature by tranſpreſſion,— 
1 the fin of the world, hall finally ter- 
mitate 


1 3 J | 
minate in the everlaſting praiſe and'glory of 
divine wiſdom and grace. Since theſe things 
are ſo, why ſhould it be thought a thing in- 
credible, that He, whoſe power is almighty, 
ſhoutd' cauſe a den of thieves to become an 
houſe of prayer! a Pantheon“, a temple for 
idols, to be an houſe, in which his glory 
hepa be manifeſted among his people ! 


That this is no new thing ; — that God 
hath-done thus, the words of the text are 
a record : and, conſequently, furniſh us with 
a ground of hope for our expecting a repe- 
tition of the ſame miracle of grace and love. 


: 


* 4 F WH 7 $5 af . K 
* The Pantheon, in ancient Rome, was a Rotunda, 


builr by Agtippa, the ſon in law of the Emperor Au- 
guſtus.. It was a temple built for the reception of all 
the heathen Gods; images of which were placed in it. 
— When Rome. heathen was changed to Rome pepal, 
this temple was emptied of its heathen deities, A. D. 
608. and dedicated, 'by Pope Boniface IV, to the wor- 
ſnip of the Virgin Mary, and all faints. Its name was 
then changed; and it is now called by the Italians, 
Santa Maria della ROTUNDA, The building in the 
Spa Fields, being a circus like the Pantheon Rome, 
received that appellation. 
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In order to ſhew the ſuitableneſi of the 
b. to the preſent occaſion, I 


Firſt, Notice ſome particulars of Jacob' 


hiſtory, — ors tranſaction en in 
the text. 


Secondly, Offer an Ms , or give the 
ſignification, of the words which remain un- 
tranſlated. Then, 


2 birdly, Endeavour to b a profitable 
uſe of what ſhall be ſpoken, by applying the 
| a in two or three different 2 opt 


| 1 

Jacob was as remarkable an. W ich 
the power of converting grace; as any change 
already mentioned, can be of the divine 


omnipotence. — He was deſcended from 
the lame impure ſtock, was à man of like 


paſſions and. finful infirmities, was by nature 
and practice a child of.wrath, even as others. 
In the eſtimation of his brother Eſau, and 
alſo of his father Iſaac, he was 3 deceiver, 
Gen. xxvii. 35. One, who by fubrilty had be- 
| guiled þ his father, and ER his vrother of 


his 


9 1 
bis bixth-right and of his bleſſing. But now, 


he was changed. Jacob, the ſu pplanter, or 
deceiver, was called by a new name, Iſrael, 


120. We or an upright one, with God. 


Various chavmſiangus of his life were ſuch, 1 
88 are common to all the people of God. He 
had many troubles, was frequently in tribula- 
tions, and endured divers trials of afflictions: 
but the Lord delivered him out of them all. 
More particularly, every thing, teſpecting him 
and his ſeed, was ſettled and predetermined, 
before he came into the world. God ma- 
king choice of him in preference to his bro- 
ther; God's purpoſes concerning him, through 

time, to a bleſſed eternity; the means by 
which theſe purpoſes were to be effected; 
were all pre-ordained, and fore-appointed : 
and the accompliſhment of them was' by 
Him, who bringeth all things to paſs ac- 
cording to the counſel of his own will, — 
The apoſtle Paul has obſerved this in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, ch. ix. 11. The chil» 
5 (Efau and Jacob) being not yet born, 
wither baving dene any good or evil, that the 


pur poſe 
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purpoſe of God, according to elefion,' "OR 
aud nat of avarks, but of bim that' callieb; 
it was. ſaid, . The elder ſhall ſerve the younger. 
From whence; theſe two plain inferences may 
be drawn. 1ſt. That they who ſhall inherit 
the bleffing promiſed to the iced of Jacob, 
are ordained thereusto of God. adly. That 
all the circumſtancet, events, and viciſſitudes 
of their lives, are ſo many diſtinct acts of the 
prividencriof God, e rege — 


ing his Pn 


The chapten * us is 9 0 the 
comtnencement-.of. God's accompliſhing the 

bleſung to Jacob. e was called to go out 
of his native copntry, to a place that God 
had appointed for him, ver. 1 2, 3, 4, 5» 
In New Teſtament language, he was call 
ed out of a ſtate of nature into à ſtate of 
grace, Which ſhould terminate in a ſtate of 
glory. Jacub obeyed the call. He went, 
v. 10. And, while he was going, —in the way 
of obedience, he was favour'd wich a reve» 
1 lation, that ü Jehovah, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, would be a God unto him and 


to 


L 37 1) 

to his, ſeed after him-—A promiſe was made 
of, the bleſſings of this life, and of: that 

which is to come, ver. 43; 14. Moreover, 
an aſſurance was added, that the preſence, 
and the proyidence, of the Loxp ſhould evet 

be with him, to comfort and protect him, 

VEL. 15. mit Behala, i 1, e, take notice, conſi- 

« der, ever remember; that— I am 13th thee 

“ — and Iwill keep. thee — in all ' Places | 

00 bit ber thou: goeſt in, all ſtates, circum- [ 

60 ſtances and conditions ;, and Juill bring | 
« thee back aggin vg din land (of Capaay): 

£ « — far J. 2 not leave thee till I bave done | 

00 that which, 1 have, ſpghen, Zo 4hee of. Jeb 

bad grace given him, enabling him to. be- 5 

lieve the promiſe, and to depend upon the 

faithfulneſs of the Promiler., The remainder 

of the. hiſtory. is a teſtimony, that all, was 

done unto Hep dee fait. 
. T7 obo D 111 ved bo 

| "I ſo agrocment with this, the: Apo- 

{tle teaches, Rom. viii. 285 29, 30. concern- 
ing all, who; like Jacob, are the called ac-, 
cording to God's purpoſe, that chey were 

. i. e. forelnued, of God. — That 
2992 whom | 


* 


8 

whom he did forekiiow, or love from ever: 
laſting, them. he did predeftinate, ordain, 
mine and appoint, * not unto wrath, 
« but- to obtain 'ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt.” 
1 Theſſ. v. 9. — That whom he did thus 
predeſtinate, them in time He call? out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light; from the 
power of ſatan, unto Himſelf.— They, chro 

grace, obey the tall: and, while they are in 
the way of obedience, the light of the know - 
ledge of the glory of God, in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chtift, ſhines into their heatts. Ex- 
ceeding great and precious protniſes are given 


on them. Through grace, they believe; 
ey judge him faithful, who hath promiſed. 


" faith, they are juſtified ; are the chil- 
dren of God, through faith. That faith is of 
the operation of the Holy Ghoſt.— He is the 
SP1RIT-of andtification. They are fandti- 
fied by HiM.—Are made meet, or fit, to be 
s of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light. They who are called, juſtified, and 
 ſentified, are kept by the mighty power of 
God unto eternal ſalvation. - God never leaves 
nor forſakes them. Glorification is their 
ever- 
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| everlaſting potion. Thus it was with Jacob, and 
thus it will be with all the family of Iſrael. | 


When Jacob, in obedience to the divine 
command, was going to the place which 
God had told him of; he lighted upon a 
certain place*, the name of which was Luz, 

Cc | ver. 


* — — — 1 


* LEN to the common opinion, that Jacob lay 
bibs, this night, in the open field, or road; the 19th 
verſe declares, that he was in a tity. — And, if the 
eleventh verſe be carefully compared with the original, 
it will be evident, that Jacob had not ſuch a bad lodging as 
is generally ſu ppoſed. That he did not, like a vagabond, 
lie on the bare ground, without covering, and with no- 
thing but a ſtone for his pillow. It ſeems more probable, 
that theſe ſtones had been an altar to the true God, 
which had been thrown down, but which Jaco" re- 
placed, and ſat up, PNWNND) his Chiefs, the Heads, figures 


of the CHERUBIM, which were THE SIMILITUDE - 


OF THE GREAT ONES: And that he lay down to 
ſleep, not ſo much with fatigue, as in faith and hope of 
a divine revelation to be made to him in a vilion, The 
context, from verſe 12, juſtiſies this ſuppoſition. 

The ladder was an emblem of communication between 


JEHOVAH, who was abore in heaven, and men on | 


earth. The angels, or ſent ones, aſcending and deſcend- * 
ing, were the LIGHT ard SPIRIT.—For the only com- 
munication between God and man is by the mediation 


of Chrift, the TRUE Light, and the HOLY SPIRIT. 


i 
| 
þ 
l 
: 
; 
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ver 11. and 19.— This is one of the words, 


which, according to the method propoſed, 


. now to be © ca Wi 
”, CFSIEVT 


| The Lexicons interpret this word of the 
following, to diſcrt ;— to turn aſide ;=to be 
crooked ; — to be froward, perverſe, or ou? of 
zbe way.—Hence, probably, ſome commen- 

tators judged, that the word was uſed for the 
medlar tree, the branches of which are more 


. crooked, and as it were diftorted, than thoſe of 


any other. Several ſuppoſe, it ſtands for any 
nut tree, as the hazel: but ſcarce any branches 
are ſo ſtrait and tapering, as thoſe of the hazel. 
This laſt interpretation, therefore, by no means 
fuits the idea of the word: which, in material 
things, is crookednefs ; in mental, per ver ſencſi. 
It is frequently uſed in the holy ſcriptures ; 
and very often occurs in the book of Pro- 
verbs. Chap ii. v. 1 f. is tranſlated, whoſe 
« ways are crooked, and they froward in their 
« paths. And again, in ch. iv. 24. © put a- 
« way from thee a froward mouth and per- 


 * verſe lips. 


Toe. 
/ 5 


— 
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To SARS. out of the way; — to be 3 in 
—_— paths; to be froward and perverſe ; 
ate expreſſions, denoting a contrariety to the 
will and law of God. All, who are in theſe 
ways, are the ungodly. The ungodly are the 
profane, of every ſort. Profaneneſs compre- 
hends all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of 
men. This word Profaneneſs, as it includes 
all the ideas mentioned, ſeems to be the truo 
import of Laws | 


10 Stew of Jacob, the carth was wholly 
corrupt, and men were departed from the 
knowledge and worthip of the true God. 
The city, where Jacob reſted in his journey 
to Haran, probably, was like the city of 
Athens, in the time of St. Paul, wholly 
given to idolatry ; a profane place: therefore 
diſtinguiſhed, and known, by the name of 
Lanes i. e. e. the City _ prayer wth 


= 
$ 
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* I is ;mpoſſible * 5 1 the 3 for 


which the city was thus called; or to ſay by whom this 


name was given to it, whether by believers or others. 
It ſuffic ech, that this was the name. a 
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It is very extraordinary, but not leſs true, 
that there is a word in the original Hebrew of 
this verſe, which every one of the modern 
tranſlations has omitted“. The word is 
Aulim ; which, in other places of the facted 
writings, is rendered, aporch.” In the books 
of Kings and Chronicles, where the temple 
of Solomon' is defcribed, it often'occurs : as 
im 1 Kings v vil. 6. ind ne a PORCH' or 
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* in he Engliſh tranſlation by Tindat; 2206 Cran- 
mer's bible, — in the bible called Queen Zlizabeth's j 
— in Ainſworth's annotations; in the French tranſ- 
lation ; in the Vulgate; — in the Latin of F. Junius 
ano Premelius ; —in the Dutch annotations z and even 
in the interlineary verſion of Arius Montanus, the city 
has no other name than Luz, — Kis conſi- 
dered as a particle, and rendered, but truhy, Lnotwith - 
Aanding, aulieu que, ſiguidem, uheregs, et by all;which 
it is commonly rendered. It may ſeem rather bold in me 
to ſet my opinion againſt ſuch authorities. However, 
for the ſatisfaction of the reader, I can produce an e- 
vidence in my behalf, which cannot be excepted 4 
gainit. A tranſlation which has the pre. eminęnge over all 
others. I mean, the tranſlation of the LX X. There the 
name of the city is &ulim-Luz. —— Gen. xxviii. 19. 
Ka EXCAECE T0 oονçAͤ TE TOWE eb Oneog Gen. 
x OTAAMAOTZ uw * Th Foes To * 7. 
TEgey, 


—_ 
— — 
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9 PILLARS 7 1A; building you” by pil- 
lars, 1. e. a Colonade.. then we in 
ſert the original word into our tranſlation, 
the 1 laſt ſentence of the text will read thus, 
* Aur the name of that city, aforctime, was 


+ called. Avlim-Luz.” In 7 ah 5 
e or PROFANENESS, | 


* 


Isg this | place, God was e tor 
himſelf to jacob; and to make known Ns 
that the per fections of Deity were en 
to preſerve and bleſs him and his ſeed for ever. 
On account of this divine appearance, Jacob 


gave the place a new name, calling it Beth- 
El, +. e. an houſe of God. 


Y Some there are, who think it | improper 
to convert this building, which, it is noto- 
rious, has been a Colonade of . Profaneneſs, 
into a place for the public worſhip of Al- 
mighty God. But this paſſage of the holy ſcrip- 
ture tufficiently evinces, that ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion is an error in judgment. It ought to ſilence 
every cavil of the world; and is a moſt en- 
couraging authority for proceeding i in the pre- 
ſent 


cCazg he fixed on the apoſtles, for. having made 


. 


80 undertaking; * if ſuch a change 
had not been, there could nt be 4 place of 
worſhip on earth; for the whole world lieth 
in wickedneſs, and every ſpot of K tall of 
profancneſt. What. was the 2 lad, Prior 
& the divine revelation: there, büt the "moſt 
profane of all places, a land that was defiled | 
with every abomination ? Yet, God. pitched 
his tibernicle” at Salem; and the Holy One 
volt in Zion, which formerly v Was the me⸗ 

oP is of Canaan, | | 


3418 
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What. ns 3 * n 
planted Chriſlian churches? What was 
Rome ? Epheſus? Coloſſe? Corinth? but 
places full of idolatry, all wickedneſs,” every 
kind of profaneneſs. Yet, in theſe,” God was 
worſhipped in ſpirit and im truth. The -goſ+ 
pel of God our Saviour was preached with 
the. Holy Ghoſt ſent down fror. above, and 
the name of the Lord Jeius was · magnified 
amang them. So that, till an impropriety 


n — places; none can 


405 


fairly 


1 1 


wp be -againſt our opening this building, 
nm 44071 


— 0 
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Let us proceed, to nn te exact bg- 
aification of the name, which Jacob. gave 


to the place, where he was favored with 2 
*. menifeſtation. He called it, G- El. 


| Beth nn Hebrew ad "AY 
Houle... El, or more properly Al, is 1 
quently dana God. 


There are ſevetal words in 1 tha Hebrew 
bible, as Al, Alehim, Jehovah, &c. which, 
in our tongue, are rendered God. A term 
which we apply to each of the Perſons in 
the ever bleſſed TRINITYV. We fay, the 
Father is God; the Son is God; and the 
Holy Ghoſt is God. God is a term, or 
name, which does not eonvey to our minds 
the ideas or ſignifications of the ſeveral oti- 
ginal words. It gives no information to our 
underſtandings, of a relation between the 
Deity and mank ind. It does not inſtruct us 
in a n of the diſtinct offices of the 
| ETERNAL 
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ETERNAL THRRR in the CNN of te- 
demption. Conſequentiy, it does not, can- 
not enable us to diſtinguiſh which of the 
-DIVINE PERSONS'IS ; ſpoken of, in the different 
places where the word Gop is uſed; — The 
utmoſt idea of the sVvyPREME BEING, wih 
which it furniſhes our minds (if we under- 
ſtand the etymology of the word), is, the 
Good One. But the original words are not 
indeterminate, are not thus defeAive. They 
declare the relation which the Creator ſtands 
In to the redeemed. As they are ſignificant | 
of, ſo they clearly expreſs, the diſtin cove- 
nant offices of each perſon in the bleſſed Tri- 
nity : and, therefore, which ſoever of the o- 
rigimal names is uſed, it immediately conveys 
a ſuitable idea, and thereby informs thoſe, 
who underſtand the language, Which of the 
(vine: [roger is + of. Gai 


oe to the 80 Ggnifcation of the 

word El, we ſhall, I truſt, attain the moſt 

ſatisfactory information; and be able to, de- 
termine, Who of the divine perſons it was, 

that appeared unto Jacob; — to whom that 

place, which aforetime was called the co- 
lonade 


( 7 41] 
lohade of profaneneſs, was dedicated; and, 
#frerwards, was called, the Houſe of God. 


* 


El, or Al, ſignifies Phat Strengeb, Might, 
that cannot be reſiſted. And, when applied 
perſonally, is declarative of that perſon's 
being a MiGuTY ons. Hence it is uſed for 
the Supreme Being, of God]; becauſe he is 
All-mighty.—But, 


When this attribute in the Deity is reveal- 
ed to his choſen people, it is in ſuch a way, 
as to aſſure them, that God engages to put 
forth that power for their ſafety. Thus, 
Gen. xvii. © I am the Almighty God:“ 
therefore, << I will multiply thee exceeding- 
de ly, I will make thee exceeding fruitful. 
e will eſtabliſh my covenant with thee, for 
e an everlaſting covenant ; to be a God unto 
te thee, and to thy ſeed after thee,” — Bur 
ſalvation, or the power of ſaving men, is ſolely 
attributed unto Chriſt, He is the Savior of 
the world. Chriſt is the ſecond perſon in 
the Godhead. He is God the Savior. He 
is MIGHTY, yea ALMIGHTY, to ſave. He 
k —— is 


( 8 ] 


is ABLE to fave to the uttermoſt, — In this 
ſenſe: of the word El; in its being applied 
perfonally, and by what is written concern- 
ing Him through whom falvation cometh ; 
there is more than a ſtrong appearance, that 
this name belongs to the ſecond perſon in the 
Trinity: even to Chriſt as God, who cove- 


-nanted to ſave ſinners. But, | 

2dly. Ex likewiſe fignifies int2rpo/ition, a 
being between: as any thing which i is uſed to 
ward, or keep off, that which may damage 


1 or hurt another*. Alſo, a going between, © or 
| making up a difference between two or mote 
1 differing perſons, to reconcile them to each 


other+. In this ſenſe of interpoſition, it de- 
ſcribes the office of a mediator. © Another 


meaning of this word, is, to intercede by ſup- 


„ = — 
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. - * ** —_—— 
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* The ark, which Noah built, interpaſad, or was be- 
tween its inhabitants and the deſtroying; deep beneath, 
the raging billows on the ſides, and the ſhowers of rain 
deſcending from above, 


J Thus did Moſes towards two of the "her 
1 Exod. ii. 13. and Acts vii. 26. 
N | plicating 
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F one 4121 fo in . behalf of ano- 
— 5 | 


- Under this eee of the word El, 
as an Interpoſer; it is evident, that the ſecond 
perſon of the Trinity is intended, who, by 
vniting the human nature to his own, be- 
came the Surety for his people: interpoſed 
} 1s own perſon between ſinners and the 
wrath due to them; bearing their fins, and 
the puniſhment of them, in their ſtead, in 
his own body. Who is the mediator be- 
tween God and man.—Who hath made re- 
conciliation.— W ho ever liveth to make in- 
terct ſſion, and ſtill interpoſes in the behalf of 
tranſgreſſors. 


3ly. El ſignifies irradiation, i. e. ſhining, or 
putting forth rays of light. The ſun, in the 
heavens, is the fountain of light, to our natu- 
tal world. The ſtreams, rays, or flux of light, 
which flow from thence, are the irradiation, 


— — 


OO” — — * 7 
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- * Thus did Judah entregt Joſeph for Benjamin, 
Gen. xliv, 18, to the end. . 


Da The 
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Fhe moon, and the other planets; being ſhone 


upon by the light of the ſun, are irradiated, 

an reflect that light to the earth. By the 1 ir- 
radiation of the fun, we are enlightened. In 
or by that communication we ice and enjoy 
natural light. When, therefore, the word El 
is applied to a perion, it beſpeaks that perſon 


to be an /r7a9zator. — It is written, God ts 
LIGHT :" and, that, in his light, we, being 


ſhone upon, ſec light: i. e. the light of ſpi- 
ritual and eternal life. It is written again, 
Chriſt is 7ha? true light, which enhghtens, or 
wrraciates, every one that cometh into the ſpiri- 
tua: world. T his ſignification of the word can 
only be applied to Chriſt * therefore, it is a 
name by which the ſecond perſon in the 
Trinity 1s revealed to men. 


| Hence it is apparent, (as theſe interpreta- 
tions of the word El are applicable only to the 
perſon of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He being the 
MIGHTY ONE, in whom only are ſafety and 
falvat'on, and who is the ſurety for ſinners, 
and The Light of the World); it 18, I ſay, ap- 
parent, That, in this Paps and in all others, 

where 
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where the word El is uſed, as a name of God, 
the ſecond perſon in the adorable Trinity is to 
be underſtood: eyen the Lord Chriſt, who, in 
union with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 


is God over . bleſſed for ever. 


Hints it is cqually certain, that the divinc 
preſence, which was manifeſted to Jacob in 
a viſion at Aulim-Luz, was a revelation of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who was and is the 
God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob; and 
in whom all the families of the earth are and 
ſhall be bleſſed. 


Conſequently, that place, which was once 
known by the name of Aulim-Luz, or the 
Colonade of Profaneneſs, was, by being ſanc- 
tißed by the divine preſence, dedicated to 
Jehovah-El, the Lox D ALMIGHTY; who, 
after that time, was to be manifeſted to the 
ſeed of Iſrael, in a body of human fleſh, —was 
to have all power in heaven and earth, to re- 
deem and ſave his people. As Man, He was to 
interpoſe his own life, for the life of the ſouls of 
ere God - man, He was to be their me- 


diator; 


was to yield perfect! ſatisfaction to law. and 
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dlator;— was to bring in an everlaſting Righ- 


teouſneſs; — was to make reconciliation z —- 


juſtice. Who, when he had overcome death, 
was evermore to live to make interceſſion.— 
In whom the offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King. were to be united: and as fuch He is 
to reign, for ever and ever. To this bleſſed 


and ever glotious perſon, Jacob dedicated 


the place, where he was favored with the 
divine pteſence: and therefore called it, 


Beth-El.— the Houle of God. 


Having opened and explained the text in 
the manner prog: 1 come now to tac 
WP: 


It muſt be obſervable, how Arikingly 
1 Mila this building has been, to the place | 
mentioned in the text. Tur, as this, was 
a Colonade of profaneneſs. May the fimilarity 
be complete! May TH1s, as that, be hence- 
forth a Beth-El, an houſe for the Mighty 
God of Jacob: — It is dedicated to Him; for 


the honor and worſhip of his holy name,— 


It is opened, with a deſign to ſet forth the 
glory 


& 
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glory of his divine nature as God; the ex- 
cellency of his human nature, as Max; the 
perfection of the work of redemption, com- 


2 5 by him as God - man. It i is opened, 
preaching the doctrines of Chriſt, as 
ha... in the 39 articles of the church 
of England. It is opened, with a view and 
hope, that many, who ſhall aſſemble here, 
may be brought to the knowledge, to the 
faith, and to the obedience of Chriſt. And 
s it is probable, that not a few of the pre- 

. ſent auditory know, by their own experience, 
that this building was indeed a place of pro- 
faneneſs; may they, as Jacob was, be fa- 
vored with a divine viſit. Here may God 
meet them, and make himſelf known to 
them as their Savior. Then they will con- 


ſeſs, as Jacob did, ver. 17. © This is, note, . 


<« none other than the houſe of God, this 
* in the gate, 2 porch to heaven. rde 


2. But, great as the alteration, Abe in this 
' building, is, from what it was; If ever men 
are permitted to ſee the face of God to their 
everlaſting comfort and conſolation, a greater 


change muſt be made in them: for, 
The 


1 
The heart of every man, by nature, is 


Luz; a city of ptofancneſs, — a temple of 
idols, full of deceit, and deſperately wicked. 
By the natural depravity of the human heart, 
and the innumerable evil imaginations which 
_ dwell therein, it is become a den of thieves, 
which rob God of the glory, homour, and 
| worſhip, that are duc unto Him ; arid which 
deprive men of the poſſeſſion of trac hap- 
Pineſs, the favor and blefling of God. The 
will, the inclinations, the affections of the 
heart, are petverted ; turned out of the right 
way; miſplaced ; altogether contrary to the 
mind of God.—Thelſe; if ever e partake of 
eternal happineſs, muſt be rectiſied. The 
vill muſt be brought into ſubjection to the 
will of God; — the inclinations muſt ap- 
_ prove and purſue thoſe things which God 
apptoveth, and commandeth ;—and the af- 
fections muſt be ſet, not on things of the 
catth, but on thoſe which are aboye. The 
heart muſt be ſo renewed, as to become a 
Beth-El, an houſe of God. The kingdom 
of God being within us, as faith our Lord, 

the renewed heart is the throne of that king- 


dom, where God dclighteth to dwell. 
3. As 
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3. As the heart, or the inward man, muſt 
be changed; no leſs, alſo, muſt the ontward 
man, i. e. the life and converſation.— The life 
of man, in a natural Rate, is thus deſcribed by 
the apoſtle Paul, Eph. ii. 2. It is according 
to the courſe of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of _ the air, the ſpirit 
that worketh in the children of diſobedience: 
in the luſt of the fleſh, fulfilling the defires 
of the fleſh and of the mind, thereby proving 
man to be, by nature, a child of wrath, — If 
ever ſuch an one be an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven, he muſt be redeemed from 
his vain converſation ; muſt not be confor- 
mable to, but muſt be transformed from, the 
world; muſt not walk as they who know 
not God ; but, being renewed in the ſpirit of 
his mind, he is no longer to be dead or bar- 
ren, but muſt become fruitful in every good 
word and work : his life is to be conſecra- 
ted, and devotcd to God, Yea, 


4. Our bodies muſt be houſes for God. 
Know ye not, faith the apoſtle to them, who, 
being converted, were juſtified and ſanc- 
tified, that your bodies are the temples of the 

E living 
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Foing God? Before converſion, all the 
parts of the body are ſo many ſervants to 
uncleannefs, and of iniquity unto iniquity. 
All the ſenſes, fo many inlets for ſin; and alt 
the menabers of the body, ſo many inſtru- 


ments of varighteouſneſs unto fin. — Man, 


every man, by nature, in body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit, is # tabernacle of profaneneſs : 

and, unlefs he be changed, and renewed in 
the ſpirit of his mind, be transformed in 


his life, and yield his members as ſervants 


to righteouſneſs unto holineſs, his end can- 
not be everlaſting life. 

As fuck a change is needful for every pre- 
ſon in a natural ſtate, in order to his being a 
partaker of a bleſſed eternal ſtate ; yet, ſince 
no creature can alter its own nature: How 


zs this mighty change to be effected? I 


anſwer, the way and means lie before us. 
The change is effected, by divine manifeſta- 
tion; by a revelation of Chriſt to our ſouls, 
our minds, and conſciences. — But revela- 
tions by viſions are ceaſed. All, who pre- 
. to expe ⁊ them, are groſs enthuſiaſts. 

| The 
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The Bible is now the revelation of the true 
God. It is the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that which giveth the knowledge of ſalva- 
tion by Him. But the written word alone 
is a dead letter; it is the 8PIRI T that 
quickeneth, that putteth life into it, and 
maketh it effectual to the ſaving of the fouls 
of them that hear or read it. 


The ordinary way, in which the ſcripture 
is made the power of God unto ſalvation, 
is, When the word of God is read or 
preached, and accompanied by the teaching 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; the underſtanding is o- 
pened to underſtand the things related. The 
evidence for the truth of them is ſtrong and 
convincing. Therefore they are believed. 
The whole contents of the book may be re- 
duced to two particulars: iſt. The ruin of 
mankind by the fall; —and, 2dly. The reco- 
very, from that ruin, to the perfection of 
bliſs, by the redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt. By what is written concerning the 
evil of ſin, and the puniſhment threatened a- 
gainſt thoſe who commit itz the conſcience 
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is awakened, the judgment is convinced, 


and the heart and the mouth of the per- 
ſon confeſs that himſelf and the whole 
world are guilty before God. The man 
feels his inability to make any ſatisſaction 


for paſt tranſgreſfions ; and that it is altoge- 
ther impoſſible tor him to render foch an 


obedience, as the law requires. He be- 
comes ſenſible of his want of a Savior ; and 


is aſſured, that none leſs than One who is 


ALMIGHTY, can fave him from the juſt 
judgments of the righteous God. 


The ſame inviſible and powerful Ag gent, 
the Hely Spirit, who by the miniſtry of the 
word gave him the knowledge of his loſt 
ſtare, in conſequence of the depravity of 


| His nature; by the miniſtration of the ſame 


word, reveals or makes known to him 2 


| Savior, who is Chriſt the Lord : gives 


him an underſtanding to receive and believe 
the record, concerning the Godhead of 
Chriit ; — that though he were a man like 
unto himſelf, in all things, except ſin; yet, 
to that manhood was united the nature 

which 
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which is God bleſſed for ever. The evi- 
dence for this is fo full, indiſputable and 
ſatis factory, that the perſon is aſſured that 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, who bowed his head 
upon a croſs on Mount Calvary, was alſo 
THE TRUE ALMIGHTY cop, by Whom 
and for Whom all things were made, and 
by Whom they conſiſt to the preſent mo- 
ment. He is inſtructed in the knowledge 
and belief of the excellency of the human 
nature of this wonderful perſon ; that he 
was without ſpot or blemiſh,—that in Him 
was no fin, — that He did nothing amiſs, 
but all things well, — that his obedience to 
the Law was perfect Righteouſneſs, and his 
ſufferings and death a complete atonement 
for ſin ; — that theſe, his active and paſſive 
. obedience, all that he Dip and sUFFERED, 
could not be for any benefit to Hiraſelf, but 
for ſinners of mankind, and for their ever- 
laſting ſalvation.— One, thus inſtructed in 
the knowledge of Chriſt, and the redemp- 
tion thatis in him, meets with promiſes ſuit- 
able to his caſe, replete with ſuch bleſſings, 
as he finds he ſtands in need of.— He knows 
in 
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in whom he believes, and judges Him 
faithful who hath promiſed. He perceives 
that all the attributes of God can be glo- 
rified in preſerving him to eternal life, He 
approves, prefers, and acknowledges ** this 
* is all my ſalvation, and all my defire.” 


Men and Brethren! We all call ours 


ſelves Chriſtians. Have we ever experien- 


ced ſuch a manifeſtation ? Has ever. the 
knowledge of ourſelves, of the Perſon and 
work of Chriſt, thus been revealed to our 
underſtandings and conſciences? — It, lize 
Jacob, we have been thus highly favoured'; 
our hearts, and bodies arc temples of God, 
and our lives are devoted to Him. — In 
prayer to our Father, who is in heaven, we 
have no other plea for the pardon, and the 
remiſſion of fin, but the merit of the ſacri- 


fice of that Lamb of God, who took way 


the fin of the world. —We have no depen- 
dance for the acceptance of our perſqas, or 
for the enjoyment of eternal rewards, but 
as we are found in the Righteouſnets of our 
Savior. are ſenſible, that no prepa- 
ration 


a * 0 
ration can fit us to partake of the inherj- 
-tance of the ſaints in light, but as we are 


fanctified by the Holy Spirit, — in 
us, and N with us. | 


To whom Race. ie given thus to believe, 
they have hope towards God; becauſe He 
hath promiſed, «+ whoſoever cometh unto = 
+ Him, ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out”. Their 
conſciences bearing witneſs, that they do 
draw nigh unto God in this way which He 
hath appointed, they expect to be received, 
accepted, and bleſſed, by Him, for ever: and 
till they receive the end of their faith, they 
have the ſame word of promiſe to depend 
on, for their ſupport and encouragement, 
which Jacob had. In all their trials, difficul- 
ties, afflictions ; yea, in death itſelf, He who 
is the God of their ſalvation faith to cach 
of them, Behold, I am with thee, and | 
I will keep thee in all places whither thou 
goeſt, and [I will never leave thee nor for- 
ſake thee, till I have done that, which I 
have ſpoken to thee of: until that, which 
was begun by grace upon earth, ſhall be 


per- 
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erſected in glory i in heaven. In the affu- 
rancC of this, every ſuch perſon may joy- 
fully repeat the words of Jacob, ver. 20. 
Since God hath been with me; and hath 
kept me in this way that I am going, and 
hath given me bread to eat and raiment to 
put on, and I am going to my heavenly 
Father's houſe, the manſions of eyerlaſt- 


i" ing peace ; Now, from henceforth, 
» JEHOVAH JESUS ſhall be my LORD» 
b 
i and my GOD. 
il 
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i Page 12. line 9. in the note, place a comma after alien. 

f — 12. line 10. in the note, for it, read * 
219. line 16. for 3ly, read 3dly. 

j — 20, line 14. for preſon, read perſon, 
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